SANDALS RESORTS ENJOYS RECORD-BREAKING SUCCESS AT 

19TH ANNUAL WORLD TRAVEL AWARDS

~ Luxury Included® Resort Company Once Again Named Caribbean’s Leading Hotel Brand ~

MIAMI – September 17, 2012 – Sandals Resorts International (SRI) broke company records at this year’s World Travel Awards’ Caribbean & The Americas Ceremony, held on September 14, 2012 at Beaches Turks & Caicos Resort Villages & Spa. The Luxury Included® Resort Company collected 12 awards – the most awards ever won by SRI in one year, and a reflection of the continued evolution of the brand and its resorts. In addition to this distinguished feat, SRI once again received the notable accolade of Caribbean’s Leading Hotel Brand, thus earning this title for 19 consecutive years.
With a total of 12 trophies from this year’s awards ceremony, Sandals Resorts and Beaches Resorts rose above other highly acclaimed hotel brands. The Caribbean resort company’s top honors included:

· Caribbean's Leading Hotel Brand: Sandals Resorts International (19th consecutive year)

· Caribbean's Leading All-Suite Hotel: Sandals Royal Plantation, Ocho Rios, Jamaica
· Caribbean's Leading Family All-Inclusive: Beaches Turks & Caicos Resort Villages & Spa (2nd consecutive year)

· Caribbean's Leading Honeymoon Resort: Sandals Grande Antigua Resort & Spa (3rd consecutive year)

· Caribbean's Leading Luxury All-Inclusive Resort: Sandals Emerald Bay, Great Exuma, Bahamas (2nd consecutive year)

· Caribbean's Leading Resort: Sandals Grande Antigua Resort & Spa
· Antigua & Barbuda's Leading Resort: Sandals Grande Antigua Resort & Spa (2nd consecutive year, 3rd time overall)

· Bahamas' Leading Spa Resort: Sandals Royal Bahamian Spa Resort & Offshore Island (2nd consecutive year, 4th time overall)

· Jamaica's Leading Resort: Sandals Whitehouse European Village & Spa (3rd time)
· St Lucia's Leading Resort: Sandals Grande St. Lucian Spa & Beach Resort (3rd consecutive year)

· St Lucia's Leading Spa Resort: Sandals La Toc Golf Resort & Spa (4th time)

· Turks & Caicos' Leading Resort: Beaches Turks & Caicos Resort Villages & Spa (4th time)
“We are honored to receive the highest number of awards in Sandals Resorts’ history,” said Gordon ‘Butch’ Stewart, Chairman of Sandals Resorts International.  “We always strive for excellence, and continue to invest in our product so that each year we can be proud to say we are Caribbean’s Leading Hotel Brand.”

Capping the impressive showing, the World Travel Awards further honored Sandals Resorts when it presented Adam Stewart, CEO of Sandals Resorts International, with the organization’s Rising Star Award.  Recognizing individuals who are making a difference at a young age in the tourism industry, the Rising Star award is a true testament to Stewart’s many accomplishments.
“I am both honored and humbled to receive this award, as well as the high number of awards that Sandals Resorts International has won,” said Adam Stewart, CEO of Sandals Resorts International.  “These awards demonstrate the high standards of our brand, and our team, that offers guests memorable experiences every day.”
SRI has not only gained a reputation as a leader in the luxury hospitality sector, but also is known for its commitment to creating timeless vacations through providing guests with exceptional services and amenities.  In order to stay ahead of the curve, SRI has undertaken large scale renovation projects at several of its resorts to leverage the guest experience to new heights. These renovations are part of a $500 million plan to expand and enhance the company’s offerings in the Caribbean over the coming decade.  

The World Travel Awards were established in 1993 for the express purpose of acknowledging and celebrating achievements in all areas of the world’s travel and tourism industry.  This year’s voting campaign reached a total of 183,000 travel professionals worldwide in more than 160 countries.  Nominations for this year’s World Travel Awards were based on the previous year’s voting.  
Sandals Resorts:

With 14 stunning beachfront settings, Sandals Resorts has earned a worldwide reputation for providing two people in love with the most romantic vacation experience in the Caribbean.  Sandals Resorts welcomes guests to the islands of Jamaica, Antigua, Saint Lucia and The Bahamas with a myriad of exclusive amenities from luxurious accommodations and Butler service to gourmet specialty dining and premium wines and spirits.  The award-winning Sandals Resorts is also the perfect venue for dream destination weddings, vow renewals, honeymoons, or what Sandals Resorts has coined WeddingMoons®.  For more information on Sandals Resorts Luxury Included experience, please visit www.sandals.com.

Beaches Resorts:

With three spectacular locations in Turks & Caicos and Jamaica, Beaches Resorts is the ultimate getaway for every member of the family.  With outrageous waterparks, XBOX® Play Lounge, the Scratch DJ Academy, exclusive Kids Camps, teen nightclubs, Certified Nannies, Butler service, and Red Lane® Spas, Beaches Resorts provides an unrivaled experience in the Caribbean. As a proud sponsor of Sesame Street, Beaches Resorts also offers the Caribbean Adventure with Sesame Street®, where kids can spend their vacation with their favorite friends from the Sesame Street gang with daily activities and weekly stage shows. Beaches Resorts are also the perfect destination wedding and vow renewal venue, offering unrivaled choices for your most special day and the opportunity for the whole family to celebrate together with FamilyMoons®. For more information, please visit www.beaches.com.
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